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July 29, 2009
Dear Cypress Families,

Welcome to what will be another great year at Cypress Elementary School. Once again,
let me share what an honor it isfor me to work with such a dedicated, talented group of
teachers and staff as we serve you and your children. We are happy to do so, and want
you to know that together we can make a difference in helping our children to grow both
as students and citizens. Let me take a minute to remind you of afew procedures that we
have at school. Please go over them and then let us know if you have questions about
there or other things you might not have seen included. Thereis so much to say, and this
list isnot comprehensive. Thanks for your time. Enjoy your year at Cypress.

Ron Dillender
Principal

ATTENDANCE

School startsfor usat 7:38. That isthe timethat instruction begins. If you arrive after
that time, you are late and will need to come to the office for atardy slip. For grades 1-5,
school ends at 2:11 on every day except Wednesday, when it ends at 11:48. Kinder
students always follow the same schedule unless you are notified beforehand. If thereis
some reason that your child will not be at school, please call the office and let us know.
Our computerized family contact system will automatically call homes when students are
absent with areminder. We know that everyone gets sick and that things come up that
sometimes make it difficult to come to school. However, students that are absent
frequently or habitually will be referred to the School Attendance Review Board. Please
make every effort to be at school, every day, early. Please make a note that students will
not be dismissed after 1:45. If you need to dismiss your child from school early, it needs
to bedone prior to 1:45.

DRESS CODE

Cypress Elementary does not have a school uniform requirement at this time. The FUSD
Board approved dress code will be followed. Dress should be suitable and comfortable
for normal school activities; it should reflect pride and respect. General dress standards
require:

1. Shoes are to be worn at all times.
2. No bedroom dlippers, flip flop shoes or moccasins.
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3. No sheer blouses, bare midriffs, undershirts or tank tops that are
cut low.

4, No clothing that portrays suggestive, derogatory, or insulting pictures,
writings, or gang association is allowed. Mgor sports team clothing items
are not permitted.

Shorts or pants may not expose the buttocks or undergarments.

Neatness and cleanliness is expected.

No student may wear a shirt, dress or blouse without a sleeve.

No hats allowed indoors for either boys or girls. Hats are permitted
outside by law for sun or rain protection. But remember, Mgor sports
team clothing items are not permitted.

If there is some reason to send a student to the office for a dress code violation, we will
call home for a change of clothing.

o No O

DRUGSand ALCOHOL

It goes without saying that absolutely no drugs or alcohol will be alowed on campus.
Students or others with these items will be referred to school police. Students with these
items will be suspended and are often expelled from school. Don't bring them or
anything that might be mistaken for them!

ELECTRONIC DEVICES

Just a reminder that there should be no video game systems, music players, cell phones,
or other electronic devices at school. If a staff member sees them being used during
school hours, they will be taken away and a parent or guardian will have to come pick
them up.

INTERNET

All students at school have the privilege of using the internet for research and learning
purposes. However, students or others who are at school viewing pornography, hate-
based, violent, or other inappropriate material will lose that opportunity and possibly
receive a suspension. When using the internet, you are expected to respect yourself and
others and be trustworthy; even when there is no one watching you.

LIBRARY

Students who return books regularly are allowed to continue using the school library. In
fact, we encourage it! Families that want to check out books from our school’ s library
are also welcome to come do so.

LOST and FOUND

Lost and Found isin acart in the cafeteria. Small expensive items that are found are
brought to the office. The last week of school, items not claimed from Lost and Found
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are put out for families.

MEDICATIONS
If your child takes any type of medication regularly, please make sure our school nurse
and classroom teacher have that information.

PROGRESS REPORTS

Every six weeks of school, students who are not meeting grade level standards will be
given aprogress report. Some teachers send them for al students, regardless of how
much they have progressed.

RETENTION

Students who are more than one and a half years behind where they need to be in learning
Language Arts and Mathematics standards (Far Below Basic) may be recommended for
retention. Others can be recommended by parents and classroom teachers.

RETURN OF CONFISCATED ITEMS
If a student brings something inappropriate to school that is confiscated, please come pick
it up from the principal or assistant principal.

SCHOOL EXPECTATIONS
We have many high expectations for our Cypress Rams, but they can be summarized in
these three phrases:
1. Cometo school, every day, early.
2. Always do your personal best.
3. Berespectful to yourself and others.
Students who choose to not follow the rules will have consequences for their behavior.

CYPRESS STANDARDS

All students are expected to follow certain standards while at school. Some of these
standards include:

-Obey adults and follow directions.

-Walk at al times (unless you are out on the grass).

-Never chew gum or candy at school.

-Leave toys, equipment, electronic devices, and other personal items at home unless you
have been given prior permission from your teacher.

-Get adrink of water and use the restroom during recess and lunch periods.

-Keep your hands, feet, and/or objects to yourself.

-Use appropriate language while at school.

-Stay in assigned areas.
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SEXUAL HARASSMENT

FUSD and Cypress Elementary take sexual harassment very seriously. When students
are enrolled, parents are asked to sign aform regarding sexual harassment. Studentsin
every grade receive age appropriate training about sexua harassment during the first
weeks of school. Students in grades 3-5 need to sign the form with their parents every
year after their training. Please review with your children these expectations and define
sexual harassment. If you feel someone has treated you or your child in away that could
be considered sexual harassment while at school, please contact administration
immediately.

VISITSTO CAMPUS

Y ou are welcome at Cypress School. The only requests we make are that if during
school hours, please come to the office first to sign in and receive avisitor badge. If you
are seen on campus without one, you will be approached by staff members. After school,
we ask that you be respectful of our dismissal procedures and remain off campus and
outside of school until the bell rings. If you would like to see administration, they will
make every effort to do so. But, if they are not able to see you immediately, please see
the secretary to leave a message or make an appointment.

WEAPONS

Weapons, in addition to drugs and alcohol, are treated with zero tolerance at Cypress. If
you have these items at school, for any reason, school police will be contacted, students
may be suspended, and recommended for expulsion. Once again, please don’t bring them
or anything resembling them to school.

WILLIAMSACT

The Williams Act states that every student should have sufficient books for their use,
access to al curriculum required for their grade level, and safe, clean facilities at school.
Notices regarding the Williams Act are posted in every classroom. If there is something
that you do not fedl is clean or safe or if your child is missing something needed in their
classroom, please notify the school staff.



